
        Projects Report 2006 

The Conservatory 

Construction is underway at the former Stanley’s Department 
store at State and Third Streets in downtown Troy.  The 
building will be converted to nineteen apartments.  Developers 
Jeff and Deane Pfeil expect to begin renting in the spring.    
Joe Fama and Laura Ryder prepared the Building Permit 
Application drawings and Code Evaluation for TAP.  

 

Waterford Takes Off 
In December 2005 TAP received a $200,000 New 
York Main Street grant to help the village of 
Waterford revitalize its historic downtown on the Erie 
Canal waterfront. By July 2006, TAP and its key 
village partner, Mayor J. Bert Mahoney, had doubled 
that award, receiving another $200,000 to plan 
economic development strategies and start a façade 
and apartment renovation program for all of Broad 
Street, the downtown business corridor. TAP 
completed its first façade renovation this fall, 
transforming a historic Federal mansion at 19 Broad 
Street with a historically appropriate masonry and 
paint restoration. 

TAP is developing a holistic approach to Waterford’s 
renewal. For instance, last summer TAP successfully 
wrote an Erie Canalway grant, sponsored by the New 
York State Canal Corp. The village will use the 
$45,000 matching grant to restore a stretch of the 
historic towpath along the surviving old Champlain 
Canal that runs through the town and village. 
 
Michael Lopez wrote all three grants and will be the 
primary administrator of the New York Main Street 
grants. 

The Mooradian 

An application has been filed for a building permit for the 
renovation of the former Mooradian’s Furniture Store into 48 
residential units, a restaurant and commercial space. The 
developer is the New Amsterdam Development Corporation. 
TAP is working with Ad Hereijgers and Pietro Costa on the 
project.  

The Fortress 

Antique dealers from New York City have made the move to 
Troy. Maurice Margules and Antonie Reinhard purchased the 
Fortress Building in South Troy and are working with TAP to 
make long overdue masonry repairs. Future plans include an 
apartment where they plan to reside.  

 

19 Broad Street, Waterford: Before  (top) and After (bottom) 



 Still going...... 
Thank You 

Charitable Leadership Foundation 

TAP has begun work for Capital District 
Habitat for Humanity on infill housing in 
Albany’s South End. Once again our involvement 
has been supported by funding from our good 
friends at the Charitable Leadership 
Foundation. This is only the latest in a series of 
TAP projects in which Charitable Leadership 
support was critical.  

ARCH II, Capital District Regional Housing 
Cooperative, Lead Testing of local water supply 
and block planning in Albany neighborhoods 
are examples of TAP projects that would not be 
possible without help from the Leadership 
Foundation.  

Richard Liebich and Bill Dessingue have been 
models of inspiration, cooperation and patience 
every step of the way.   

School 10 Apartments - Twenty affordable 
apartments in a renovated school building on the 
National Register of Historic Places, first occupied 
1992. Owned by TAP.  

The Rice Building –    Technology companies in a 
rescued historic building. A joint  project of 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, First Niagara Bank 
and TAP. First occupied in 2000.  

Historic Troy 2020  -  A long range civic planning  
initiative for Troy. TAP provides administrative 
services. Begun in 1998.  

Upper Union Street, Schenectady -  TAP continues 
on a Main Street Improvement Program in the Upper 
Union Street area of Schenectady. The Schenectady 
Metroplex is the project sponsor. We are working 
with Riverstreet Planning and Dave Sadowsky, 
Architect P.C.  
 
TAP continues its work with John Hedley on the 
Market Block. We hope that work will progress to the 
upper floors.  

TAP has been an integral part of the effort to 
redevelop the Ferry/Congress Street Corridor. 
Project Sponsors are the City of Troy, RPI, Troy 
Housing Authority and Rensselaer County. This 
November The United Group was named preferred 
developer. TAP is looking forward to an important and 
exciting project in 2007.  

The Albany Center for Economic Success, (A.C.E.S. ) 
is out to bid. Bids are due in January.  We look forward 
to a busy year of fund raising and construction.  

TAP will also continue its long relationship with PAHL, 
Inc. TAP will work on improvements to PAHL 
Transitional Apartments in Lansingburgh, on an 
addition to PAHL’s facility on 9th Street, and has 
begun work on a new project in Schodack.  

A new building addition, facing Clinton Avenue in Albany, has been designed by 
TAP for ACES, the Albany Center for Economic Success. It is out to bid as 2006 
ends. Bids are due back on January 9 and fingers are crossed until then. PR
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Our annual item on Washington Park this year again 
involves a Lynn Kopka idea and a Michael Lopez grant 
application.  Lynn requested Michael and TAP to cobble 
together a grant application for restoring the historic 
paving on Washington Place. Michael’s grant was funded 
to the tune of $90,000. Work on the project will begin in 
2007.  

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and HSBC Bank sponsored 
a grant program in the Hillside Neighborhood, funded by 
the Federal Home Loan Bank for repairs to homes with 
owner occupants who are below 50% of the median 
income. $80,000 was spent on eleven projects.  
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   Community Preservation Corporation  

 
Judy Coyne Becker continues her work for CPC.  In 2006 
Judy inspected 130 buildings for the Albany office of 
CPC. The CPC program makes loans for housing repair 
projects for investor owners throughout the region.  

2005 marked the end of the Anders Tomson era in the 
Albany Office of CPC. It was a pleasure working with 
Anders and we wish him continued success in his new 
position with Citizen’s Bank as Senior V.P. and Director 
of New York Real Estate.   

Chris Betts, with whom TAP has completed many 
successful projects, has taken over from Anders.   

Good friends Rebecca Brownell formerly of ALDC (and 
the Troy Planning Office) and Lynn Bradley, formerly of 
First Niagara (and Community Gardens) also are now part 
of the CPC team.  

 

Empty Bowls at the Italian Community Center 2006 
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The Empty Bowls project ran its 
second annual fund raiser in 2006. 
This year, TAP was the 
administrative sponsor of the 
event. Chaired by Barbara Reeley 
and the dedicated committee of 
Barbara Constanzo, Donna Elia, 
Barbara Fama, Joe Fama, Donald 
Glennon, Antoinette Mazarillo, 
Susan Nowogrodski, Erika Sanger, 
Dennis Smith,  Peter Testa,  and 
John Vasquez, the project 
surpassed even the amazing 
success of 2005, raising a total of 
over $16,000 for the food pantries 
of Rensselaer County. Please join 
us on Sunday, October 7, 2007 at 
the Italian Community Center for 
the 3rd Annual event.  

Tidbits from 2006. 
 
• Jim Bouldin finished his project in Albany on Ten Broeck Triangle after a heroic and extended rehabilitation project. 
• Tim Bell continues work on 185 Tenth Street and relayed the good news that he is about to buy the adjacent lot and 

finally get some yard to go with his house.  TAP was instrumental in facilitating Tim’s purchase and continues to assist 
him during rehab.  

• Charles Jewett is renovating the Tavern Building on Broadway in Troy. TAP is not involved in his project, but played a 
critical role in staving off several threats by gravity and other forces  to remove the building .  

• Kate Nare, tenant of Chico’s bought a building with her husband Jason and new baby Ruby from former TAP client 
Maria Zementawski.  TAP inspected the building before purchase.  

• Madison Avenue Planning Project is complete and the City of Albany has begun work on several of the improvements 
suggested at neighborhood planning meetings. 

• Congratulations to Shelters of Saratoga who overcame every adversity and finished its senior housing project this 
year with TAP help, especially from Liza Rodriguez.  

• TAP helped the Regional Farmer’s Market plan 
for expansion at the Hedley parking lot site. Alix 
Duggan from TAP worked with Susan Lawson, 
architect and board volunteer for the Farmer’s 
Market.  

• Our good friend and frequent collaborator Dave 
Sadowsky was part of the Grand Prize winning 
team at the 2006 Red Bull Flutag contest in 
Baltimore. Check out the clip:  
www.redbullflugtagusa.com  

• Special thanks to Alex Duggan our computer guru 
and husband of our own Alix Duggan. He continues 
to help us upgrade our computer system on all 
fronts, and to avoid electronic disasters.  

• Joe Fama presented Code Notes for Preservation 
Projects in Utica and Ithaca to audiences amazed 
to be awake at the end of a presentation on the 
Building Code .  

 

 



Telephone- (518) 274-3050  Fax-(518) 274-3165 

Web Page - www.TAPInc.org E-mail-staff@TAPInc. org 

TAP, Inc.,  
210 River Street, 
Troy, NY 12180 

BOARD OF 

Dennis M. Smith,  
   President 
Michael Rourke,   
   Vice President 
 
James Flosdorf 
John Holehan 
Alice Rose 
Al Wells 

                                

   Thank you to our major funders for 2006:  
The NYS Division of Housing and Community Renewal Neighborhood 
Preservation Program, the Charitable Leadership Foundation. Grants for 
the Rice Building Annex and Historic Troy 2020 courtesy New York State 
Senator Joseph L. Bruno. 

General support has 
been provided with 
public funds from the 
New York State 
Council on the Arts,  
a state agency.  

Joe Fama,  
Executive Director 
Chico Christopher 
Barbara Fama 
Liza Rodriguez 
Beth Steckley 
Judy Coyne Becker 
Laura Ryder 
Michael Lopez 
Brian Glasser 
Nina Baldwin 
Alix Duggan    

  TAP Staff: 

TAP fondly remembers a great lady of Troy, and a former TAP staffer, Margaret Mochon. Margaret was the  
first director of Office of the Economic Opportunity in Rensselaer County and played a key role in the TRIP/
EOC program which trained minority trades people and renovated the Sixth Avenue Row in the late 1960’s.  

She worked on the TAP staff in 1978 when TAP provided on site technical assistance to DHCR’s newly 
formed Neighborhood Preservation Programs throughout New York State. It was a joy and an education to 
travel with Margaret. She was an invaluable source of sound, sage advice for the many groups that had the 
good fortune to receive her help.  

Margaret passed away on December 13, 2006 after a lengthy illness. Rensselaer County owes her a great 
debt of gratitude for the exemplary life of public service she led.   

  TAP People : 

2006: the year 
of the Child.  

In what must 
be ranked as 
our most 
productive 
year ever, 
even the staff 
notes are full 
of production 
news.  

 
Charles Rodriguez Scott born 
July 6, 2006 to Liza Rodriguez 

and Darren Scott 

Nicholas Ryder Bufi born 
September 8, 2006 to Laura 

Ryder and Corey Bufi 

Vanessa Glasser born 
September 11, 2006 to Dana 

and Brian Glasser 
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