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Once a factory and a warehouse, The Fortress Building, a monumental 
six-story “castle,” is undergoing complete rehabilitation for owners 
Maurice Margules and Antonie Reinhard.  
 
TAP has overseen the extensive masonry, roof and structural repairs. 
The building, on the South Troy waterfront is a a visible landmark for 
motorists driving on 787.  
 

Charitable Leadership 

Foundation continued its 
strong support of our 
collaboration with Habitat 

for Humanity of the Capital 

District, which received 
TAP’s design and planning 
assistance in Albany’s South 
End.  
 
Joe Fama drew several 
versions of a new cottage, 
designed to fit in with the 
historic character of Odell 
Street, where Habitat plans 
four homes. Michael Lopez 
and former staffer Alix 
Duggan surveyed South End 
properties last winter; this 
work assisted Habitat’s 
efforts to acquire other 
strategic parcels on Stephen 
Street. 
 

Habitat cut the ribbon on the first Odell Street home in May 

2007. The rendering shows the basic design, modeled after the 

early 19th-century cottages that made up the early development. 

TAP expects to continue the design partnership through 2008. Thanks 
again to CLF’s Richard Liebich and Bill Dessingue for their 
consistent support of neighborhood revitalization. 

TAP’s Affordable Housing Design Supports Capital District Habitat 

The former Woodside Presbyterian Church has been sold to the North 
Adams, MA.-based Contemporary Artists Center, bringing a promising reuse 
plan of a building subjected to a partial collapse and intriguing legal fights 
involving the heirs to famed horseshoe industrialist Henry Burden .  
Burden in 1868 built the English Gothic church for his workers and as a 
memorial to his wife, Helen. 
TAP is collaborating with Center Director Hezzie Phillips and project 
manager John Johanson to reuse the adjoining chapel as an artists’ 
residence and work space. The work is in the early stages and Zoning and 
Planning approvals are in the works.  

Woodside Key Historic Landmarks Get New Leases in Life  

The Fortress 



 Still going...... 

The New York State Division of Housing and 
Community Renewal, which funded and oversees 
School 10 Apartments, has for some time warned that 
the current situation - while manageable - is not 
sustainable. 
The project is manageable, in the sense that the 
apartments are desirable, the occupancy rate is high, the 
tenants are good tenants, the adjoining neighborhood is 
generally accepting of the facility, the ongoing 
maintenance of the building is good and the market 
value of the building has risen with the improvements 

in the surrounding neighborhood.  

The situation is not sustainable in that TAP is not 
annually funding the replacement reserve, the facility 
has roof and window problems that contribute to our 
short term cash woes and that threaten to increase in 

severity.  

TAP began to focus on these problems in 2001 and the 
situation has improved since that time. However, time 
has again begun to take its toll and many of the systems, 
now 15 years old, are showing signs of age. Beginning 
in 2007, TAP began to upgrade our efforts. TAP will 
look aggressively for grants, programs, partners or 
donations that can help us with the problems at the 
building. We have identified a number of possible 
sources that will be approached in 2008. 
 
DHCR has advised that the building, which has paid 
full taxes since its completion in 1992, must obtain tax 
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exempt status to resolve its problems. TAP filed for a tax 
exemption in the winter of 2005. It was denied by the City 
of Troy. TAP continues to wend its way through the court 
system despite the enormous amount of time, energy and 

cost. We expect a court decision some time in 2008. 

If  the court finds TAP ineligible for a tax exemption, the 
financial problems will soon become critical. The current 
situation is untenable without tax exemption. If TAP is 
judged not to be appropriately constituted for a tax 
exemption, an eligible entity must be found or created to 

take ownership of this property.  

Nonetheless, TAP remains committed to finding the 
resources necessary to lift this building out of its 

difficulties and to set it on a safe and sustainable footing.  

Washington Place -Michael 

Lopez and Friends of Washington 
Park President Lynn Kopka 
continue to work on the 
Environmental Protection Fund 
project to restore the historic 
granite block roadbed of 
Washington Place. 
Archaeological fieldwork and 
construction bidding in planned 
for late summer 2008. 

TAP Seeks School 10 Tax Exemption, Funding for Energy Efficiency 

TAP in 2008 will explore grants to weatherize School 10. 

More Continuing Projects ... 

New York Main Street in Waterford -- Michael 

Lopez continues to administer the $400,000 
downtown renewal program, funded by the NYS 
Division of Housing and Community Renewal. 
The program has funded apartment and façade 
renovations, as well as period street lighting. 

Upper Union Street, 

Schenectady -  Laura Ryder 
and Liza Rodriguez continue 
to redesign the storefronts of 
Upper Union Street businesses 
through the Main Street 
Improvement Program, 
sponsored by The Schenectady 
Metroplex. The businesses 
range from a gym to a floral 
shop. We are working with 
Riverstreet Planning and 

Dave Sadowsky, Architect 

P.C.   

 

The Rice Building –    
Technology companies in a 
rescued historic building. A 
joint  project of Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute, First 
Niagara Bank and TAP. 

First occupied in 2000.  

Historic Troy 2020  - Joe 
Fama has provided 
administrative support for 
the long-range civic 
planning initiative since 
1998. 

The Restored Masonic Temple in Waterford 
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Lisa and Terry Jordan, Rensselaer County 
residents, purchased 5, 6, and 7 Hill Street (at the 
corner of Hill and Liberty Streets) in January 2004. 
 
An extensive interior and exterior rehabilitation is 
being conducted at this prominent Little Italy 
corner. When completed it will have 8 fully 
rehabilitated rental units ( two 1-bedrooms and six  
3-bedrooms) and a corner Gelato eatery. 
 
It is not known exactly when these buildings were 
constructed but, there exists a Land Survey map 
dated 1828 related to the property according to 
Terry Jordan. Additionally, he says his research has 
uncovered an 1880 Fire Insurance map with 5, 6, 
and 7 already in existence.  
 

In the complicated world of the NYS Building 
Codes, perhaps the most complicated section is 
that which deals with Existing Buildings. 
Given how much of TAP’s work involves 
rehabilitation, the staff has become familiar 
with both the ins and the outs of requirements 
for new buildings. Many of TAP’s projects 
begin with a brief analysis of the major code 
issues; those elements with consequences 
severe enough to end a project before it has 
even begun.  
Chico Christopher served on a panel evaluating 
the proposed changes to the New York State 
Energy Code.  

Community Preservation Corporation Sponsors Major Rehabilitation in Little Italy Neighborhood 

The exterior renovations involved removing aluminum 
siding from the existing cornice and from the bay 
windows. Upon removal of the aluminum siding, it 
became evident that the original galvanized steel cornice 
was still in place and in good repair. The bay windows 
were rehabilitated using plastic AZEK in some portions. 
New extruded aluminum frame thermal windows were 
installed to fill the existing masonry openings. The 
exterior work on the cornice and bays has since been 
enhanced by a handsome paint palette. 
 
The project was among a whopping 554 buildings 
inspected by Judy Coyne Becker for CPC. 
 
Community Preservation Corporation makes loans to 
investor owners for housing rehabilitation projects 
throughout the region. 

5-7 Hill Street, Before (left) and After 

 
TAP Continues to Spread the Word on Codes 

 There is Another New Face in S. Troy 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A new steeple rises above the New 
Bethlehem Temple Apostolic Church, 
which hired TAP to design a façade in the 
typical style of a house of worship. Laura 
Ryder designed a classical entrance and 
added symmetrical windows with a nod to 
Gothic architecture.  
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   Thank you to our major funders:  

The NYS Division of Housing and Community Renewal 

Neighborhood Preservation Program, the Charitable Leadership 

Foundation. Grants for Historic Troy 2020 courtesy New York 

State Senator Joseph L. Bruno. 

General support has 

been provided with 

public funds from the 

New York State 

Council on the Arts,  

a state agency.  

Joe Fama,  
Executive Director 

Chico Christopher 
Barbara Fama 
Liza Rodriguez 
Beth Steckley 
Judy Coyne Becker 
Laura Ryder 
Michael Lopez 
Brian Glasser 
Nina Baldwin 
Eric Cioffi 

  TAP Staff 07: 

  TAP Tidbits from 2007. 
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• TAP is under contract as consultant to Greene County for homeownership, planning and Main Street initiatives. TAP 
developed a great relationship with Greene County in 2006 when we led an IDA marketing campaign to reuse historic 
structures there. 

• The Village of Waterford is restoring the view-shed and towpath of nearly half mile of the Old Champlain Canal, thanks to a 
Canal Corporation grant that TAP wrote in 2006. The village is planning re-enactments of early 19th century canal navigation, 
complete with mule-driven boats. 

• The Conservatory was inaugurated on October 11 by elated owners Jeff and Deane Pfeil. Formerly the grand Stanley’s 
Department Store, The Conservatory is now adaptively used as 19 spacious apartments. The building has an impressive 
pedigree: builder George A. Fuller a year earlier constructed New York City’s Flatiron Building, one of the world’s most 
famous buildings. The Pfeils took advantage of federal and state historic tax credits, prepared by TAP. TAP also prepared the 
building permit drawings and code evaluation. 

How can you choose just one? 

Senator Bruno leaves a lasting legacy to Troy, TAP 

Senator Bruno spent part of his last day in office– Friday, July 18, 
2008– in Troy, once again paving the way for the city’s future by 
providing $6 million to create a focal point for recreation along the 
Hudson River near City Hall.  
 
We can’t forget Senator Bruno’s help in rescuing the Rice 
Building in 1997, with his $2 million commitment to its 
restoration and reuse as a center of advanced technology.  
 
He’s also long supported Troy 2020, which generates ideas to 
revitalize Troy. 
 
Thank you, Sen. Bruno. 
 
  

A Familiar Face Joins 

DHCR 

 

Washington Park’s strongest 
advocate, Lynn Kopka, 
joined The NYS Division of 
Housing and Community 
Renewal as deputy 
commissioner and regional 
director . 
 
Congratulations, Lynn! 

 

The Empty Bowls project ran its third annual fund raiser in 2007. 
TAP continued as administrative sponsor with Barbara Reeley as the 
chair and a dedicated committee of Tim Bell, Barbara Fama, Joe 
Fama, Donna Elia, Donald Glennon, Antonietta Mazzariello, Susan 
Nowogrodzki, Dennis Smith, Peter Testa, and Stephanie Wojtowicz. 
Once again the event surpassed the prior year’s success, raising 
almost $21,000. to be shared by 11 food pantries/kitchens in Troy. 
Please join us on Sunday, October 5, 2008 at the Italian Community 
Center for the 4th annual event. 


