
 

School 10 rehabilitation, Leslie’s Garden, nearly complete 
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School 10 Apartments begins 2011 with a nearly completed $1.7 million rehabilitation that is expected to preserve the pro-

ject for the next three decades. 

The rehabilitation of the 20-unit apartment building, owned by TAP 
since 1991, boasts a long list of improvements, including a new 
roof, 90 new windows, 20 new boilers and 19 refrigerators. Besides 
the high-efficiency boilers and Energy Star appliances, TAP built in 

a number of other “green” measures. 

From now on, School 10 will be lighted with compact fluorescent 
light bulbs (CFLs). TAP inaugurated the effort by installing 250 of 
them in apartments and corridors. Faucets and showers are fitted 
with low-flow aerators. And attic draft has been cut by adding more 

blown-in insulation. 

The bottom-line for tenants is an average yearly utility cost savings 

of up to $600. 

The New York State Housing Trust Fund Corp. awarded the grant in 
June 2009. HTF activities are administered by the NYS Homes and 
Community Renewal (formerly the NYS Division of Housing and 
Community Renewal). As a Neighborhood Preservation Company, 
TAP receives an annual allocation from Homes and Community 
Renewal for its work in the low and moderate income neighbor-

hoods of Troy. 

TAP was able to leverage the grant by partnering with the Commis-
sion for Economic Opportunity (CEO), which added $149,000 to 
help fund boiler installation, insulation and energy-saving measures. 
The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority 
will also contribute $26,000.Tenants will enjoy the newly completed “Leslie’s Garden,” a figure-8 shaped park where 
there was once a vacant lot. The memorial is dedicated to the late Leslie Jarushewsky Adler, a former TAP employee and 
director of design services at Homes and Community Renewal. Leslie was known for her careful attention to the design of 

affordable housing (See Photograph, P. 4). 

Elizabeth House opens after reconstruction, addition 

Meant to provide a community atmosphere for women in recovery from alcohol and drug addiction, Elizabeth House officially 

opened in December. TAP has administered construction services during the construction.  

 

Dining Room 



TAP works to remain true to its Troy roots 

TAP continued to focus on the urban crisis of vacant churches by providing ser-
vices to a new congregation and by continuing the dialogue on the dilemma of 
reuse. 
 
Vineyard Community Church, which bought a vacant but well-kept former Meth-
odist church in Cohoes, enlisted TAP to help secure a $50,000 Environmental 
Protection Fund grant. Now, TAP is guiding restoration primarily of the steeple, 
which dominates the streetscape of Remsen Street, the main street. 
 
TAP in March participated in a community forum in Watervliet and has inspected 
churches to help derive reuse plans. Historic Albany Foundation, TAP’s longtime 
partner on the issue, and TAP also publish a newsletter, reporting developments 
impacting vacant buildings and listing churches for sale. 
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TAP became one of just 
three recipients of a state 
grant meant to help non-
profit organizations and 
municipalities address 
blight in their communi-

ties. 

TAP will use the $50,000 
to study two neighbor-
hoods: 8th, 9th and 10th 
streets near School 2; and 
the area surrounding First 

Street Alley in South Troy. 

Neighbors will have a 
large say about the prob-
lems and benefits of their 
neighborhoods. The find-
ings will be summarized in 

an action plan this spring.  

The grant comes from 
NYS Homes and Commu-

nity Renewal. 

 
 

 
Advocacy for vacant churches continues 

Grant allows 
study of  
North, South 
Troy 

TAP targets most of city 
What follows is a sampling of the 

many projects in Troy that TAP 

assisted during 2010. As we com-

plete our 41st year, many things 

have changed, but as you can see 

from this list, much remains the 

same. Small projects for worthy 

clients remain a mainstain of 

TAP’s activities.  
 

NY HCR Target Area Expan-

sion – NYS DHCR is now New 
York Homes and Community 
Renewal (NY HCR). They con-
tinue to provide annual assis-
tance to TAP through the 
Neighborhood Preservation Pro-
gram. Last year TAP applied for 
and received permission to ex-
pand the service area to include 
all of Lansingburgh and  east to 
include neighborhoods surround-
ing Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute. This reflects the fact that 
TAP has been serving this ex-
panded service area for many 
years. In addition to the work for 
individual homeowners and busi-
nesses, TAP’s services will also 
focus on matters of zoning, code 
safety and quality of life. 

Repairs to the Sanctuary for 

Independent Media – The Sanc-
tuary received a grant from the 
New York State Council on the 
Arts to make structural repairs to 
the roof framing. Steve and 
Branda, the Directors, asked for 
TAP’s assistance with inspec-
tions. Structural design was done 
by David Biggs of Ryan Biggs. 
Construction by West Branch, 
Incorporated.  
 

Rensselaer County Habitat for 

Humanity – TAP prepared site 
plans for the Zoning Board of 
Review to enable Rensselaer 
County Habitat for Humanity to 
renovate one building and con-
struct a new building on Ingalls 
Street to house two low income 
families. 
 

New Home for the Independent 

Living Center – The ILC moved 
into their new home on 3rd Street 
after repairs, drawn and bid by 
TAP, were completed. Denise 
Figueroa is the Executive Direc-
tor of the Living Center. Bennett 
Contracting was the General 
Contractor.  
 

Sixth Ave focus of historic 

district survey by TAP 
When the newly formed North 
Troy group, the Uptown Initia-
tive, asked for help defining its 
historic building stock, TAP re-
sponded last summer with a com-
plete  inventory of buildings 
along Sixth Avenue, from Mid-
dleburgh to Glen Avenue.  
 

The group is asking the city to 
designate the street a local his-
toric district, which would en-
force standards for exterior 
changes to buildings.  

See “Roots,” P. 4 
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TAP tackles some unique 
projects at Emma Willard 

 

The Bessey House, a mid-1800’s home on the 
Emma Willard School campus in Troy, was 
successfully renovated last summer. Originally 
a single-family home, converted to a two-
family home with doctor’s office, it had been 
vacant for several years and had a family of 
squirrels living in the attic. Concerns about the 
roof structure had resulted in structural repairs 
in late 2009 to get the building through the 
winter. Starting in the spring, two non-original 
rear wings, which were in terrible condition, 
were demolished, and the remaining house was 
re-configured as a two-family house for fac-
ulty. The first-floor apartment has two bed-
rooms, a large living room, a new bathroom 
and kitchen, and a small rear patio. The sec-
ond–floor apartment. has the original front entrance and a bedroom/study on the first floor, and, upstairs, two bed-
rooms, a new kitchen, living/dining room, and a refurbished vintage black and white tile bathroom. Both apart-
ments have new boilers, electric services, windows, laundry facilities, and new or refinished hardwood floors. The 
existing slate roof, wood clapboard siding and grand front porch were repaired as needed, and the exterior was re-
painted. The school is pleased to return this once-neglected building back to the gracious home it was meant to be. 

 

Bessey House 

The ornate fence fronting the Emma Willard 
School campus at Pawling Avenue received 
a fresh coat of paint. Guided by TAP, the 
project required complicated paint specifica-
tions to produce durable, attractive results. 

Washington Place road returned to 1880s condition 
Four years in the making and some 40,000 granite pavers 
later, the restoration of the Washington Place was finished 
with fanfare last 
August. 
 
Talham Inc., and 
subcontractor, 
JJP Slipforming 
by hand rein-
stalled 35,000 
original pavers, 
plus added 8,000 
more donated by 
the city of Al-
bany to restore 
this rare, intact 
example of 19th 
century road 
construction. 
 
The Aug. 3 celebration featured a horse and carriage to em-
phasize the historic character of the road and the 10 Greek 
Revival homes that front it. 
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TAP reclaims vacant lot for Leslie’s Garden 

Leslie’s Garden this summer will explode with the color of native species 
such as Purple Coneflowers, Black-eyed Susans and Cardinal Flowers. The 
garden is among the improvements being made to School 10 Apartments 
during the $1.7 million renovation (see P.1). 

Empty Bowls completes sixth year 

TRIP’s Rehabilitiation of 2232 

5th Avenue– Just like old times, 
TAP, TRIP and the City of 
Troy’s Community Development 
Block Grant funding collabo-
rated on a project to renovate a 
problem building and rework it 
into four completely renovated 
apartments. TAP prepared bid 
documents for the substantial 
renovations and the building is 
under construction as 2010 ends. 
TAP staff worked with Theresa 
Newton from TRIP. The project 
was successfully bid and is un-

der construction as 2011 begins. 
A.J. Arpy is the General Con-
tractor. 
 

Woodside Church for the Cen-

ter for Contemporary Arts – 
TAP continued to advise John 
Johansen and Hezzie Phillips 
throughout 2010 as they contin-
ued to repair the Church and 
expand the CCA facilities in the 
parish house. TAP assisted in 
developing plans for conversion 
of the parish house into artists 
residence. Two artists are now in 
residence in the building.  
 

The Empty Bowls Team washing bowls before the event 

“Roots, continued from P. 2 

The Empty Bowls Project ran its sixth annual fundraiser on 
Sunday, October 3rd at the Italian Community Center. The 
winning partnership of TAP and the Collar City Clay Guild 
once again surpassed the prior year’s success raising $29,838. 
100% of all donations were given to the food programs in 
Troy to feed the hungry. 
What’s our recipe for success? 
 

• 30 dedicated sponsors who give generously, year after year. 

• 72 potters making bowls (really pieces of art) to be loved and 
used. 

• Advertising for our event provided by the Times Union year 
after year. 

• 15 local restaurants making and serving the best soups and stews 
available in the area. 

• 30 local businesses and artists who give their goods, services 
and art. Market Block Books who came after the event with a 
surprise donation of the gift wrapping revenues from the year. 

• 63 volunteers at the event (potters, TAP staff, Albany All Stars, 
Emma Willard and Holy Name students, community residents). 

• Thousands who come to the event and smile even after a long 
wait in line. 

• 16 food banks/pantries and soup kitchens feeding the hungry, 
day after day. 

• And the spicy sauce that holds this all together, the Empty 
Bowls Committee: Stephanie, Barb& Dennis, Arlene, Paul, Tim, 

Mary Pat, Antonietta, Peter, Michael, Barb & Joe. 

 


